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Cognitive Impairment 
 

STANDARD 3    
PARTNERING WITH FAMILIES, CARERS AND COMMUNITIES 
TANDARD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• understanding the barriers that prevent children from disclosing abuse; 
• understanding the barriers for adults to be able to recognise and then respond to disclosures; and  
• outlining strategies to address these barriers. 

 
 

Criteria 3.1 

Indicators 

STANDARD 3  Engaging with children, adults, families and communities 
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• is a legal definition and refers to a person's ability to make a sound decision in a particular area of 
their life. This can include anyone who is incapable of giving informed consent or who lacks 
sufficient understanding to qualify as providing valid informed consent. 

• is not an illness, but a description of someone's condition.  
• Some causes of long-term or permanent cognitive impairment include dementia, stroke or brain 

injury. 

• short-term risk, experienced by people at different points of time e.g. when someone is vulnerable 
due to grief, bereavement or relationship breakdown.  

 

State and territory legislation provides for the ability to make a judgment about the decision-making 
capacity for adults with diminished capacity, including financial decisions (administration) and personal 
and health decisions. This relates to guardianship orders which may be put in place for adults with 
diminished capacity. In these circumstances the focus is always on the wellbeing, needs and interests of 
the adult.  
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• understanding the nature and effect of the decision;  
• freely and voluntarily making a decision; and  
• communicating the decision in some way.  

 


